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It’s spring time on Skiatook. The water 
temps are in the 60’s now and the Hybrid 
bite is on! While the fish were active over 
on Sooner Lake all winter and early spring, 
I always look forward to the spring time 
action on Skiatook. These fish are shallow 
now and that is the key to locating the ac-
tive, feeding fish.�

There are a few techniques that are worth 
mentioning here to improve your chances 
of hooking up. As soon as the water tem-
perature gets close to 60 degrees, I start 
pulling planer boards close to shore in very 
shallow water on wind-blown banks and 
points. I use free-lined baits (Shad) pulled 
about 10 ft. behind the outside planer 
boards. As I’m going down the bank, I’ll 
mark the spots where I get the most bites, 

so that I can come back to them later. If 
you catch a fish going down the bank, 
there is a high probability that there are 
others close by-just looking for some-
thing to eat. I’ll anchor up on these 
spots, so I can really work them over 
thoroughly.�

If you don’t have planer boards, don’t 
worry. You can just pull some free-
lined baits directly behind the boat in 
the same areas. I like to stagger the 
baits behind the boat by at least 10 feet 
to help keep them from tangling with 
each other-especially in a turn. I usually 
cast the first bait as far as I can behind 
the boat, then put the next one out a 
little closer. Then it’s just like pulling 
the planer boards. When you catch one 

or two fish in the same spot, go back 
there and get anchored up so you can 
concentrate on that area.�
If you’ve seen me up on Skiatook 
this spring, you would have seen me 
pulling boards along the dam riprap, 
up and down the long shallow point 
going out of Tall Chief, along the 
wind-blown shoreline in the “ski 
pond”, on the shallow bank at the 
mouth of Dad’s Creek, or possibly 
up and down the bank by the Boy 
Scout docks. Think shallow and 
where the wind has been blowing 
bait up close to the bank and you 
will have success. �
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so obsessed with fishing? What causes 
the intense anticipation that keeps me 
from sleeping the night before a big fish-
ing trip? What drives me to drag myself 
out of bed way before I have to on a Sat-
urday morning? What is it that makes me 
spend so much of my time, energy, and 
money chasing a prize that I have abso-
lutely no intention of keeping?  I could 
say that it's the time spent with family and 
friends, but I enjoy going by myself al-
most as much as having company. 
Maybe, it's the challenge of trying to fig-
ure out where the fish are and what it will 
take to catch them? Perhaps, it's the sense 
of accomplishment that I feel when a  big 
bass is fooled by a well-placed cast and a 
tantalizing retrieve? Or is it the allure and 
mystery of what might be lurking, wait-
ing to be caught-just out of sight under 
the blanket of water? 
 
    I'd say it's the combination of all of 

these things and more. For whatever rea-
son, this obsession demands at least part 
of my attention, seemingly 24/7; distract-
ing me from work, separating me from 
my family at times, enticing me to spend 
more money than I should on boating 
equipment, rods, reels, line, spinnerbaits, 
crankbaits, buzzbaits, and various other 
items that spell-check doesn't recognize.  
 
    I'd be willing to say that I spend more 
of my non-fishing time thinking about 
fishing or something fishing related than I 
do on work, my family, and God put to-
gether. What is wrong with me? Am I 
crazy? Should I seek some kind of 12-
step program to help me control my ad-
diction? 
 
    Then again, when I am actually on the 
water, some really fantastic things hap-
pen. I do get to spend some quality one-
on-one time with my kids, dad, brothers, 
and friends. I also find myself spending a 

lot of time in prayer; talking and listening 
to God. You could call it quality one-on-
one time with the One. There is no other 
place where I feel the presence of God 
more than I do when I'm out on the lake 
or river, or standing in the crystal clear 
waters of an Ozark stream. There is 
something spiritual about the water and 
all the beauty of creation that surrounds 
it.  
 
    Maybe I should spend a little less time 
thinking about fishing and devote more of 
my time to the more important areas of 
my life. I guess that gives me something 
to pray about the next time I'm out fish-
ing. I'll see you on the water! �

Hello Notebookers.�
 �
How’s your spring going?  I 
know I’ve been on the lookout 
for a guy gathering lumber for 
an ark!  With all this rain, the 
lakes and rivers are full and 
those guys from Kansas are 
probably sending us more water 
every day now. �
 �
I was in a restaurant the other 
day and ran into one of the 
ODWC biologist from the Jenks 
unit.  You may not realize it but 

the fishing-notebook.com is a 
popular place for those guys to 
pop in and see what we’re do-
ing.  If you didn’t know, ODWC 
biologist Kurt answers our fish-
ing questions in Kurt’s corner. 
Kurt is stationed in Norman and 
has fielded many questions in his 
forum. I’ve met Kurt and I don’t 
think you’d find a nicer guy. So, 
if you want to know why the 
eyes on the sand bass you caught 
the other day look like their 
crossed, ask Kurt.�
 �

On a final note, the notebook 
exists because fishermen like 
you post your experiences on the 
water and in the woods.  If 
you’ve been hesitant to post on 
the board, take the plunge�
and let us know what you’ve 
been up to.�
 �
Falcon�
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