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Steve Carroll (Okiefishman) caught
this 60# Yellowfin Tuna on a big
jigging spoon while on a chartered
fishing trip out of Port Aransas,
Texas.
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Haialk Corner

by Danny Williams

Kayaking is one of the hottest new trends in
fishing, at least if you pay attention to the various
kayak manufacturers’ marketing hype. While | consider
myself as immune to marketing as anyone, stories of
unusual fishing adventures and friend's photos of some
darn amazing catches got my interest. | purchased a
‘yak and fell in love.

Kayakers are proud of the fact that they often
traverse waters that are un-navigable to normal fisher-
men. They love to feel that they've discovered new and
special places. Silently gliding across shallow backwa-
ters and still creeks, they stealthily drift within
yards of their preferred fishing targets. Despite what
my friends claim, gar are not my preferred target, but
during pre-dawn hours I've actually bumped several gar
sleeping just below the quiet water's surface, star-
tling the fish to a thrashing frenzy and scaring the
wits out of myself.

Wildlife alongside creek banks tend to disregard
kayakers as no more than drifting logs, often glancing
up, but then proceeding with their routine. One time, a
beaver swam to my craft and appeared to actually think
of crawling aboard. A slap of my paddle to ward off the
toothy bundle of fur resulted in a powerful warning
slap of its tail and a big splash of water across my

boat as it disappeared in a startled rush to safety.

| have a particular fear of snakes. Keeping my yak
from under tree limbs or out of the backs of log-filled
coves is something | think about constantly. It's never
far from my mind that a snake could drop in my lap or
crawl over the low sides of the yak. It's my worst
nightmare and one of the few things | worry about while
kayaking.

Many kayakers are previous owners of larger, ex-
pensive boats that have opted out of the powerboat
scene. Some found the price of gasoline to be a prob-
lem. Others simply tired of maintaining larger craft.

Then there are those environmentally friendly souls
that find kayaking to be soothing and healing. Not I. |
tend to turn it into work. Good hard exercise at times,
but a lot of fun.

If you'd like to know even more and meet a great
group of guys that love to go fishing in virtually any
type of craft, visit Fishing-Notebook.com. There are
those at the Notebook that know more about kayaking and
fishing, but no one would rather hear your story than |
- whether it's about fishing from a yak, or yes... even
fishing from one of those out-of-fashion power boats.

Just keep on yakking.
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