Fishing-Notebook.com
Fish... Catch... Post...

Hello Notebookers. In discussions
with the folks that put out the newsletter,
specifically BassSER and Falcon, I've
agreed to do my part and contribute an
occasional column. I'm fairly new to the
fishing-notebook.com, however, while
recovering from knee surgery in April, |
passed a significant amount of time read-
ing the blogs on this site, where | found it
very entertaining and informative.

First, | should tell you a little about
myself. Growing up in southeastern Okla-
homa, | attended college in north central
Oklahoma (a Cowboy), lived almost 30
years in southwestern Oklahoma, and
have been fishing the state’s plentiful
waters for all those years.

I am by no means an expert fisher-
man or writer, but for several years |
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wrote a weekly outdoors column for
my hometown newspaper and thor-
oughly enjoyed it, even if all four of
my regular readers were relatives.
One other thing | need to add, like all
of us, | had an outdoors mentor. Mine
was my father, who passed on sev-
eral years ago and there has not been
a single April 8" that | haven't fished
on the anniversary of his death, in-
cluding this year, 6 days after knee
surgery. | will end every column | ever
write for this newsletter or anything
else with the same closing line. Wow,
| get windy sometimes, let’s get
started.

During the hazy, lazy days of
summer, a young man’s fancy may
still be on love left over from the
spring but an old (50+) man’s fishing

fancy leans more and more toward
the air conditioner. As the swelter-
ing Oklahoma heat begins to bear
down on anyone that ventures out-
doors, sportsmen should use a
litle common sense, which my wife
believes an oxymoron (fishermen /
common sense).

Continues on Page 5
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Wow! It's September. | call
September the transition month.
There’s a Latin phrase, “Tempus
Fugit” meaning “time flies”. It's
hard to believe this year has
gone by so quickly. The kids are
back in school (Watch those
school zones) and the weather
seems to indicate an early fall.
However, living in Oklahoma
you never know what weather to
expect. College football season
gets underway and for those of
you who worry about such
things, as of this writing, there

ardly attacks stirs many emo-
tions. If you do nothing else,
take a moment to remember th
countless families that will mee
this holiday with a reminder of
tremendous loss and emptines
Keep the families who experi-

enced loss, our nation, and our| £

leaders in your prayers. No m4
ter your politics, our nation face
evil on many fronts.

Best of luck to each of you on
the water and in the woods.

Falcon
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are only 125 shopping days un
Christmas!

it
Fishing this time of year presents

different challenges. Our avail-
able hours of daylight will begin
to dwindle. Some species fish-
ing slows down while others ge|
into full swing. A number of ug
will winterize our boats and dra
out clay targets, deer stands arn
duck blinds and head to the
woods. As with fishing, remem
ber to let safety be your first
rule. Always play it safe on the
water and in the woods.
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September also brings around a
not so pleasant anniversary. The
September M attacks forever
changed our nation. The tragid
loss of life brought on by cow-
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Cont. From Page 1

As the days get longer and hotter, bass tend to move to
deeper, cooler water. Several techniques can be used to
extract these lethargic fish, but none any better than drop-
shotting. Drop-shotting originated on the west coast in the
deep, clear water lakes of California. It may have started
there, but it exploded on the bass fishing scene in recent
years and Oklahoma is no exception.

I’'m a self-taught ‘shotter and I'm sure tweaks and twists
exist that each of you use to optimize your technique, but I'm
going to share my favorites.

First things first, there’s the “rig”. | use light spinning
tackle, 6# test fluorocarbon, #1 wire hooks, and enough
weight to keep this on the bottom. One of the most important
“tricks” revolves around the hook. The hook angle is critical
to your success. It must be horizontal, or for those of you like
me that tend to use mono-syllable words, flat! Several knot /
hook combinations will allow this. There are even special
hooks on the market, but | use a straight, short-shanked
hook. Tie on with a Palomar knot with the gap up, then run
the tag end of the line back through the hook eye. With a tag
end of 6 -12 inches, | then add enough weight for the depth.
Once this is tied up, pull lightly on the weight and the hook
should be perpendicular to the line (again flat!).

Okay, there’s a quick look at the “rig”, now for the bait.
As seasoned fishermen, we all know that availability of lures
always poses a problem. There just doesn’t seem to be
enough variety for any particular fishing technique and drop-
shotting is no different, there are MILLIONS! The only thing

I'll say is keep it small and with decent movement in the wa-
ter. The bait needs to be 4 — 6” finesse baits. | especially like
one with an active tail, because | may not want to impart a lot
of action and | want the bait to work on its own.

Like any other fishing trip, the most important part is
finding the fish. Here, quality electronics come into play. The
fish this time of year will hold on deep water structure, but
near shallower feeding areas. | like water that is between 15
— 30’, but within a short distance from 4 — 10’ flats on main
lake points. These fish spend their days on deep structure,
but near the shallows, so they can move up and feed during
peak times, which are mostly at night.

So, use your electronics, find fish suspended on deep
structure, and drop shot ‘em. If you wiggle the bait on their
noses, they cannot resist.

As a prolog, the only major drawback in this technique is
that you will be sitting off the main lake points, so that will
bring the ski-cats into play. You know them, they are the
people that have more money than brains and love ticking
off all the fishermen with their ski boats and jet ski antics.
However, any good fishing trip has obstacles to overcome
and this one is no different.

Dedicated to my Dad who always took the time to take
me fishing.




